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  From The Grand Knight 
 
                   I would like to congratulate Brother 
  Jim Thennes on his selection as our 
Knight of the Year and Jim and Rita Thennes as 
our Family of the Year.  They both work hard to 
make our Council and our Parish a better 
place.  I'm sure you will hear more about this 
recent announcement later in this newsletter. 
 
Our Council elections will be coming up at our 
next Council meeting on 5 May.  You must be 
present in person in order to vote...no proxy or 
absentee ballots are allowed.  Nominations for all 
officer positions can be made from the floor and 
those positions are Grand Knight, Deputy Grand 
Knight, Chancellor, Recorder, Treasurer, 
Advocate, Warden, Inside Guard, Outside Guard, 
Trustee Three Year, Trustee Two Year and 
Trustee One Year (Financial Secretary is 
appointed by Supreme and all other positions are 
appointed by the Grand Knight).  If you are a 
Third Degree member in good standing, you are 
eligible to hold one of the Officer positions.  Let's 
have a good turnout at the next meeting for this 
important election.  If you're not there to decline 
a nomination, you may just get elected! I hope 
you all have a wonderful and blessed Easter! 
Vivat Jesus!          
Stuart  

COUNCIL EVENTS 
 

14 Apr Th 6:30pm Holy Thursday 
  Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
15 Apr  Fr 6:30pm Good Friday 
  Veneration of the Cross 
17 Apr  Su 7:30/10:30am Easter 
  Parking lot assistance requested 
18 Apr  Mo 5pm  Doolittle Memorial 
Flyover 
  Okaloosa Island 
21 Apr  Th 6pm  Fraternal Benefits Night 
  Group viewing in parish hall 
29 Apr  Fr 5pm  Team 4 Bingo 
  HNJ 
23 Apr  Sa 9:30am Fire Truck Pull 
  3rd Planet 
25 Apr  Mo   St Joseph Icon at COR 
  SJP (St Joseph Pavilion) 
28 Apr Th 6pm  Exec Cmte Meeting 
  parish hall 
1 May Su 10:30Mass May Crowning  
  Wear Council shirt at Mass 
4 May We 7pm  COR Confirmation 
  Color Corps Requested 
13 May Fr 5pm  Team 2 Bingo 
  HNJ 
8 May Su   Mother’s Day  
  Pancake Breakfast canx 
13-15 May   FL State Convention 
  Orlando 
 

BINGO Schedule has been Revised- See page 3 



 

Family of the Year- Brother Jim and Rita Thennes 
 What makes Jim Thennes so effective as a brother knight is not his ability to use 

social media, email or other electronic means of networking. His effectiveness stems 

from personal contact and personal example. Many a project would not get off the 

ground if it were not for Brother Jim’s personal plea for others to get involved. 

 He’s been the council Worthy Warden for a number of years and right from his 

first year he updated the inventory of council property, which hadn’t been done in many 

years. He always comes an hour early to set up for council monthly meetings. As 

Warden he is also a member of the Grand Knights Executive Committee which guides 

the direction of the council. 

 Despite his effectiveness as an officer, it is but a fraction of his value to the council and parish. Jim has 

experience in construction and he uses that experience for both the parish and parish families in need. The 

council performs many services to the parish and Jim is heavily involved with parish service projects. For 

example, periodically trees need to be trimmed, walkways need pressure washing, bathrooms need repair. Jim is 

not just involved with all these projects, but also recruits others to help.  

 Jim replaced the entrance lighting to the church parking lot and helped repair the street sign identifying 

the Church. He also helped to replace the commercial sink in the parish hall. At the outset of Covid, the council 

proposed and provided plans for an outdoor covered pavilion on parish grounds, to be used for youth, Masses 

and other parish events. Jim was a key member of the team that built a concrete walkway from the parking lot 

through the grass, setting up the forms and smoothing out the concrete after it 

was poured. This saved the parish quite a bit of money. He also serves on the 

building advisory board to the pastor for a planned new facility which is 

critically needed for Religious Education and meeting space for ministries. 

Additionally, Jim is on the parish Pastoral Council. 

 Jim’s personal involvement and enthusiasm to help others leads 

brothers to perform many charitable works. For instance, when one of our 

brothers and wife were unable to drive, Jim and Rita organized transportation 

to their medical appointments. Jim also attends That Man Is You Saturday morning meetings and brings one of 

our older brothers who can’t drive. Jim has assisted with installing handicap ramps, roof repair and assisting 

brothers and widows who are moving. He is always going over to homes of parish widows to help with all kinds 

of upkeep to their houses. 

 To provide support for charities and parish ministries, we, like many councils, hold 

fundraising events. When Jim took over as council coordinator for the FL State Charity Raffle, 

our council was one of the highest participators in the State two years running. For outdoor 

fundraising events, we had to buy a new 20 foot tent and Jim made concrete footers to provide 

stability and protection from wind. Nevertheless, despite all these things, weather permitting, 

he plays golf every Monday with other brothers including one who is 92 years old.  

 It is a normal occurrence to see Jim and his wife, Rita, arrive at church and each go off for 

a different direction. Rita is a Sacristan. Jim is an usher, and when not ushering, he helps Rita 

with her Sacristan duties.  

 Jim collects the children’s food donations from the weekend Masses and brings them to 

the local food bank weekly. Jim attends daily Mass with his wife. They have a standing reservation for Tuesday 

all-day adoration and when they go out of town, they arrange for others to cover their hour. 

 Well, there’s one more thing. One of our council’s biggest fundraiser events is weekly bingo which we 

run together with the other Niceville council. We staff the event every other week. Jim and his wife often work 

the kitchen. When not needed in the kitchen, Jim can perform other duties like calling out the bingo numbers. 

When asked how he gets all these things done and overcomes the many obstacles, his standard response is, 

“Jesus, I trust in you!” 

 
 

 

Knight Of The Year Brother Jim Thennes 
For all the reasons mentioned in the Family of the Year above, we have selected Jim Thennes as the  

Council 13527 Knight of the Year. 



 

Knight of the Month Sir Knight (PGK) Jack Starr 
Longtime member of Council 7667 and then a founding member of 13527 about 15 years ago.  Jack is 
a retired Air Force Colonel who was interviewed for Niceville High School's Veteran's History 

Project.  He also served on the Assembly 1564 and 3236 Honor Guards for 
funerals of Brother Knights, widows, and the Color Corps for events including 
Memorial Day,  Veteran's Day, and September 11th memorials.  Now retired from 
the Color Corps, he donated his sword to the Assembly. He 
volunteers around church regularly and even brings 
Knights to church and council events who cannot 
drive.  He has previously served as an Extraordinary 
Minister of Holy Communion, bringing the Eucharist to 
homebound and nursing homes. Jack attends 
Daily Mass as well as the Rosary before 
Mass, usually leading a 
decade of the Rosary. 
Brother Jack attends all the 

KofC functions and has supported bingo for many 
years calling numbers and working on the floor. He is always offering to help 
anybody who needs it. When he was Grand Knight, the council attained the 
double Star Council Award. Brother (SK) Jack Starr, a worthy Knight of the 
month! 
 

Family of the Month Brother Larry and Betsy Blameuser 
 Both Larry and Betsy have blessed our parish for years with their great singing 

voices, lifting up the words of God in song in the choir at 
Mass.  They are regular attendees of parish and Knights 

events, always providing cheer to those 
meetings.  Whenever there is a Knights’ event, Larry is 

there to help. Larry serves as president of Niceville 
Catholic Outreach (NCO), the food pantry at Holy Name, 

and has been for many years. NCO not only provides food 
for needy families on a routine basis, but also 

special Thanksgiving and Christmas dinners, as well as monetary 
assistance for such things as rent and utilities. NCO just moved into a 

new building and Larry , with Betsy’s help, had to oversee 
the transition and restocking of the pantry.  They also have 

been involved in youth ministry activities, teaching the 
younger generation in the faith. A little-known fact- Larry 

flew F-111 aircraft for the USAF. It is with great appreciation 
and respect that we name Larry and Betsy Blameuser as 

Family of the month. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New 
Bingo 

Tm 2 
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Sched Lewis 14 11 11 8 13 10 8 5 2/30 28 OFF 2/30 

as of Tm 4 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

4/15/2022 Wolfrom 28 25 25 29 27 24 22 19 16 14 11 16 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Using the same recipes as last year, we purchased the corn beef, potatoes, onions, carrots and cabbage, 
and volunteers cooked the ingredients in the aluminum tray that was also provided, at home. 
Additionally, volunteers cooked the Irish stew at home. Brother Danny Soto loaned us the warmers from 
his food truck, Cafe Rico. Everybody brought the food to the tent. The corn beef and vegetables went into 
the warmers and the stew went into pots to keep warm(see Gloria Rooney displaying stew in the picture 
above). 
 We bought a new tent, did a practice setup during the week, and raised it up on location at 10am. 

We were ready to serve at 4pm and the music of the “O’mericans” began at 6pm.  The 
CCW baked goodies and sold them separately (Rosemarie Adams and Pat Kramer on the 
left). After we did the practice setup  Jim Thennes made custom concrete footers to 
enhance the stability of the tent which came in quite handy as it was very windy that day. 
Another new addition was obtaining a council Square account which allowed customers 
to pay with credit cards and we took in roughly $2000 in credit card payments. 

 Kevin Knebl was the scheduler and organized two shifts plus the setup. We had about 20 
volunteers to work the event, although some worked both shifts. Fortunately, a number of our wives also 
helped out.  
 The weather that day was somewhat cold, so not too many people stayed until 9 o’clock. We 
cleared about $2500 which went into our charitable fund and would probably raised even more had the 
weather been warmer. Nevertheless, everybody had a good time and it appears this will become an 
annual event along with Oktoberfest. If you didn’t get a chance to participate, the next opportunity will be 
Oktoberfest in late September. All volunteers, of course, get free food and probably a free beer from the 
3rd Planet, not to mention the fun we have during the event. Erin Go Bragh! FOR MORE PICTURES CLICK 

 

 

 

St Patrick’s Day  

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/10Mu5mCBo5eTFOTWssUCUZVynpu5iDcNr?usp=sharing


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Viet Nam War Memorial Ceremony at Field of Valor, Niceville. Mar 27, 2022 
 

Assembly 3236 Color Corps Posting the Colors            Gold Star Mothers 

Korean/Vietnam War Veteran             Missing Soldier Table 

Consecration of the World to the Sacred Heart of Mary Mar 25, 2022 
The Vatican held a Day of Reconciliation then Pope Francis performed the 

dedication prayers. Bishop Wack live-streamed a Rosary in Pensacola to 

coincide with the Pope’s dedication. We prayed a rosary at Christ Our Redeemer 

the same time as Bishop Wack.  



 

 

  

        Jim Thennes ▼      Work on the SJP storage shed continues-   Lenny Smales ▼ More shed photos 

Joseph Trambley painting the trim before the 
new roof is installed 

Road Guards  
at Easter Mass 

Next project- replacing 
the wooden walkway with 

concrete 

Funeral Mass for Gladys Garcia, Bob Garcia’s mom  more photos 

  The Lenten Journey 

Journey to Lourdes                  

Praying the Rosary  →  
together after Easter 
                                 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1clyBUxro0uJI3G3zMkqe71KZvSsWiX4g?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/10LZt-5IrwQmlQFEkBhLzIP-Cd2UOOMv0?usp=sharing


 

 

Next month see a recap of 

Holy Week at COR 

Palm Sunday at COR 

Chrism Mass in Pensacola 

Holy Thursday Adoration 
at COR 

Next meeting we elect new council officers. WGK Stuart Lewis is entering the coveted status of 
PGK (Past Grand Knight) Please come for the elections! 

Hosted by the Spinelli Agency, the 
speakers explained the KofC 
Investment Funds 


